


The Preservation of an Outlaw Hideout
In the south ern part of Meade, Kan sas, four blocks south of high -

way 54, still stands the two-room house that was first oc cu pied by
Mr. and Mrs. J.N. Whipple. Eva Dal ton, sis ter of the in fa mous out -
laws, mar ried J.N. Whipple Oc to ber 15, 1887, at which time they
moved into the newly con structed house Whipple had built for his
bride. The house was on the out skirts of town in those days; the
land scape dropped sharply from the house to a streambed to the
south where wa ter oc ca sion ally flowed into Crooked Creek to the
east. A sharp bluff to the south of the streambed formed a can yon of
sorts, later dubbed, “Gal lop Away Can yon.” Tak ing ad van tage of
the land scape, Whipple built his house half un der ground with one
ex posed wall and a door lead ing from the base ment to the south.
Their barn also was half shel tered by the earth in the hill below.

Eva Dal ton came to Meade shortly af ter the town was es tab -
lished in 1885. She was en gaged in a mil li nery busi ness with Flor -
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ence Dorland, who later mar ried R.A. Harper, an early-day Meade
County rancher. 

Whipple op er ated a mer can tile store on the north west cor ner of
the square. Fairly suc cess ful as a busi ness man, he was re ported to
have been a good poker player, of ten hold ing games at the Whipple
home.

The Dal ton broth ers were re port edly seen sev eral times in
Meade be fore a price was set on their heads, but their sis ter was
never heard to men tion their names af ter they be came famous.

The Whipples left Meade by early 1892, and their prop erty was
sold un der fore clo sure. Soon af ter, the H.G. Mar shall fam ily moved 
into the house. The new oc cu pants dis cov ered a tun nel from the
house to the barn. In side the house the mouth of the tun nel was hid -
den by a small closet be neath the stair way lead ing to the two-room
base ment of the place. The tun nel was con structed by plac ing
beams of wood across a deep rain wash which were then cov ered
with earth. It was barely large enough for a man to walk through in a 
stooped po si tion. From the house the tun nel led into a small feed
room in the barn, which hid the tunnel entrance. 

One of the Mar shall daugh ters, Mrs. Roy Talbott, of ten told the
story that sev eral times horse back rid ers came up the can yon to the
barn; placed their hoses in the barn and came on into the house
through the tun nel. When the sur prised rid ers learned that an other
fam ily oc cu pied the house, other than the Whipples, they im me di -
ately fled back through the tun nel, mounted their horses and
galloped away.

Leg end has it that many of the old-tim ers of Meade were
very friendly with the Dal ton
Gang and thus the gang never raided
the Meade banks or com mit ted
any overt acts in this vi cin ity. Old 
tim ers were al ways tight lipped
about the no to ri ous brothers.

In 1934, the Wayne Set tle
fam ily was liv ing in the house.
At that time an old man came
through Meade from Ohio on
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Look ing into a per son's past a
hun dred years later is quite an un -
der tak ing, as this ed i tor dis cov ered
while try ing to re con struct events
in the lives of Eva Dal ton and J.N.
Whipple as they took place in
Meade, Kan sas, in the years of
1885 through 1892.

I have been through all the lo cal
news pa pers of the day (there were
three of them in Meade Cen ter at
the time), through many re cords in
the Reg is ter of Deeds’ Of fice and
the Trea surer’s Of fice in the
Meade County Court House, as
well as all the his tory books I could
find. The fol low ing is my con clu -
sion sup ported by all the above.

It seems that J.N. Whipple and
R.A. Harper had been friends for
a long time. His tory tells us that
Mr. Harper came to Meade

County as early as 1884,
when he came through on a
cat tle drive from Texas and
de cided to home stead here.
I have no back ground on
Mr. Whipple, but his ads
for Whipple’s Head quar -

ters, “The Buf falo Store,” start
show ing up in the lo cal pa pers

when they be gan in 1885.
Some think he was the first

mer chant in Meade Cen ter
(as Meade was called in the 

early days). One lo cal
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news pa per says he was for merly of
Wellington, Kan sas.

I men tion them both be cause their
lives seem to be in ter twined through -
out my story. They mar ried best
friends and seemed to re main close
through the years I traced them.

John Whipple was a mer chant. He
had a mer can tile store on the north -
west cor ner of the square in Meade.
From his ads we see he sold fancy
gro cer ies, fine cloth ing, boots, shoes
and gents fur nish ings, whole sale and
re tail. It was named the “Buf falo
Store” and a sign was dis played in
the front of his build ing with a pic ture 
of a buffalo.

A bach e lor in his mid-thir ties,
John Whipple was a well-re spected
busi ness man. He made the lo cal
“City News” any time he went away
on busi ness, had a mis hap, or was
taken ill. I first find John in this col -
umn when he served on the re fresh -
ment com mit tee for the grand
open ing of the New Op era House.
One ar ti cle rec om mended him as
good ma te rial for City Coun cil in an
up com ing elec tion. He must have
been friends with the news pa per ed i -
tors as they re ferred to him as
“Johnny Whipple” and “Whip” on
several occasions.

We don’t know when Eva Dal ton
and her friend Flor ence Dorland
came to town. They were said to have 
come from Chetopa, Kan sas, and that 
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The Dalton Family
by Nancy Samuelson

A lot has been writ ten about the Dal ton Gang, and much of what
has been writ ten is non sense or pure fic tion. Early writ ers in vented
“facts” and these “facts” have been cop ied and re peated by later
writ ers. Some writ ers are still in vent ing new sto ries about the Dal -
ton Gang fam ily. Much of the lit er a ture in books and West ern mag -
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a zines such as Real West, True West, etc. is ex tremely in ac cu rate.
The Dal ton Gang by Har old Preece is a very read able book about
the Daltons but it con tains a lot of incorrect information.

The best book to date about the Daltons is Dal ton Gang Days by
Frank F. Latta. Latta re peat edly in ter viewed Emmett Dal ton, the
brother who sur vived the Coffeyville, Kan sas, bank rob bery at -
tempt; Little ton Dal ton, an older brother of the out laws; and nu mer -
ous law men who were in volved in at tempt ing to bring the Daltons
to justice. 

Latta had to wait un til af ter Emmett’s death to pub lish his book
be cause Emmett re fused to al low any thing to be pub lished that dis -
agreed with his two books, When The Daltons Rode and Be yond The 
Law. Emmett’s books con tain a lot of fic tion and they do not al ways
agree with each other. West Of Hell’s Fringe by Glenn Shir ley is a
well-re searched and doc u mented book and con tains a lot of ma te rial 
on the Daltons.[1]

The Dal ton Gang con sisted of Rob ert, Gratton and Emmett Dal -
ton, and var i ous other men who rode with them when they robbed
trains. The en tire out law ca reer of the gang lasted just about two
years. The first rob bery at tempt was in Alila, Cal i for nia , in Feb ru -
ary, 1891, and the gang’s ac tiv i ties ceased in Oc to ber, 1892, when
they at tempted to hold up two banks at the same time in Coffeyville, 
Kan sas. Rob ert, Gratton and two other gang mem bers were killed in 
the Coffeyville raid. Emmett was badly in jured; he re ceived about
twenty bul let wounds. He was sen tenced to life in prison but was
par doned af ter serv ing fourteen and a half years. 

Rob ert, Gratton and an older brother, Frank, had all served as
U.S. dep uty mar shals out of Fort Smith, Ar kan sas, be fore the youn -
ger broth ers turned to crime. Emmett had also served as a posseman
with his broth ers. Frank Dal ton was killed while try ing to ar rest
whis key run ners in the In dian Ter ri tory. Af ter his death the other
three broth ers were ac cused of steal ing horses. The ex-po lice
Daltons then left the Oklahoma Ter ri tory and joined the older broth -
ers in Cal i for nia and shortly af ter turned to robbing trains.

Bill Dal ton was the fourth of the Daltons to turn out law. He was
not a mem ber of the Dal ton Gang, but af ter the Coffeyville raid he
joined the Bill Doolin Gang. Af ter sev eral rob ber ies with the Doolin 
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When the Daltons Rode
By Bill Phillips

Bill Phillips is the grandson of Elizabeth Dalton, sister to the
notorious outlaws. At the time of this writing, Bill still lived in the
“Territory of  Oklahoma” where so many of the family ended up.
The following is his story of the Daltons and his family ties.

____________________________________________

The Dal ton broth ers, there were ten of them, will al ways be re -
mem bered for the mis deeds of the four bad ones, Grat, Bob,
Emmett, and Bill. They rode across the Cher o kee Strip a cen tury
ago and pro vided a never-end ing source of sto ries for the news pa -
pers of the day, while most of the Dal ton fam ily led hon est and sed -
en tary lives in the King fisher area. The three broth ers were cred ited
with shoot ings and rob ber ies from one end of the country to the
other.

The ru mor that the Daltons might be headed for a par tic u lar town 
struck ter ror in the hearts of its busi ness men. Those who claimed to
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know said one good rea son why the Daltons were the way they were 
was be cause of their bad blood.

Adeline Youn ger Dal ton, mother of the clan, was the aunt of an -
other fam ily of out laws, the Youngers. Her neph ews, Cole, Bob,
and Jim, rode the out law trail in the fash ion of some more of their
rel a tives, Frank and Jesse James.

The Dal ton boys were the sons of James Lewis and
AdelineYounger Dal ton, who had brought them out of Mis souri at
the start of the Civil War and set tled the fam ily on a farm near
Coffeyville, Kan sas, just north of the In dian Ter ri tory. It was a wild
and law less fron tier town where the young boys grew up on the tales 
of their out law relatives.

When the new Oklahoma Ter ri tory was opened in 1889, the Dal -
ton fam ily joined the land rush and the fa ther and older sons ob -
tained claims near King fisher, Oklahoma.

The claim that James and Adeline Dal ton chose was the SW 1/4
of sec. 11, in town ship 17, north of Range 8, west of the In dian Me -
rid ian in Oklahoma. This claim con tained 160 acres, all bot tom
land, 6 miles north east of the town of King fisher, Oklahoma. Times
were hard in the new raw land. James Lewis Dal ton, fa ther of the
clan, re turned to Kan sas to work in Coffeyville while Mrs. Dal ton
re mained on the claim with the chil dren to prove it up.

James Lewis Dal ton died in 1890, leav ing the fam ily on their
own. He was bur ied at the Rob bins Cem e tery in Dearing, Kan sas,
near Coffeyville.

Four of the sons served as dep uty mar shals from time to time
while the fifth moved to Montana and even tu ally to Cal i for nia. Bill
Dal ton served with the State of Cal i for nia two terms. Charles, Ben
and Little ton Dal ton took claims near King fisher. Henry Coleman
Dal ton par tic i pated in the Cher o kee Strip land rush and took a claim 
near Enid, Oklahoma.

Frank, one of the el der of the broth ers, was killed in 1887 while
serv ing as a dep uty in a fight with In dian horse thieves in In dian
Ter ri tory. An other brother, Gratton, usu ally called Grat, also be -
came a law man. He was wounded while on duty in 1888. Bob and
Emmett served as dep u ties for a time, but grad u ally they drifted to
the other side of the law.
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Bill Dalton, Bill Doolin and the Wild Bunch
By Nancy Ohnick and Roger Meyers

_____________________________________________
Af ter Bob, Grat and Emmett Dal ton met their de mise in

Coffeyville on Oc to ber 5, 1892, Wil liam “Bill” Dal ton took up
where they left off. In censed by the treat ment his fallen broth ers re -
ceived in Coffeyville, Bill was very vo cal as he stayed by brother
Emmett’s side through out his re cov ery and trial. Bill surely seemed
to have a chip on his shoul der and it was n’t long be fore his name
started ap pear ing in the news pa pers as he em barked on his own out -
law ca reer. He rode with Bill Doolin and sev eral oth ers from his
brother’s old gang, but the name “Dal ton” still held the rep u ta tion,
giv ing him credit as leader of the gang, men tion of which put fear in
the hearts of cit i zens all over Kansas and Oklahoma.

_____________________________________________

Wil liam (Bill) Doolin was born in 1858, in John son County, Ar -
kan sas. In 1881, at the age of 23, he drifted west, work ing odd jobs
and even tu ally ended up in Caldwell, KS, were he met Os car D.
Halsall of Texas. 

Halsall hired Doolin to work
for him on his ranch on the
Cimarron River in Oklahoma,
where he soon be came a top
hand. It was dur ing his time of
work ing as a cow boy that he met 
most of the mem bers of his fu -
ture “Wild Bunch” gang, George 
“Bit ter Creek” New comb, Char -
lie Pierce, Bill Power, Dick
Broadwell, Bill “Tulsa Jack”
Blake, and Emmett Dal ton. 

Doolin’s first brush with the
law came in the sum mer of 1891,
while work ing on the Bar X Bar
Ranch. Sev eral cow boys de cided
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